
  TALKS + CHALLENGE

Heritage: Beyond Walls

A project offered to Syrian university students in cultural heritage related disciplines 
to contribute to improve access to knowledge, break isolation, encourage sharing 
and discussion, and generate capacities for making cultural heritage a resource 
in recovery and development processes.



1. ONLINE TALKS 
CULTURE AS A CAPITAL 

HISTORIC CITIES 
 
RESTORATION AND BEYOND

PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY 

ART AND PEOPLE 

an on-line repository of learning materials will be created and made available to selected students

2. CHALLENGE
Each participant will be requested to develop and present a project idea related to a syrian 
cultural heritage site, element or expression. The project idea will be presented by writing a short 
paper (2500 words in English) by 30 April 2021. The best ideas will be selected by an evaluation 
committee and will be awarded as follow:

• 1st classified: Euro 500, paper published on Kermes Journal and A&RT
• 2nd classified: Euro 300, paper published on Kermes Journal and A&RT
• 3rd classified: Euro 200, paper published on Kermes Journal and A&RT

All participants will receive a certificate of attendance (with participation of at least 80% of 
online talks).

3. AWARD CEREMONY 24 May 2021

At the completion of the activities, each participant will receive a certificate of attendance. 

 2.2.21    Alessio Re, Fondazione Santagata, Italy
 10.2.21  Mahmoud Ramadhan, PlayMaker, Belgium  

[ THE PROGRAMME ]

 17.2.21  Francesco Bandarin, Former ADG for Culture at UNESCO
 24.2.21  Ali Esmaiel, The Agha Khan Network for Development in Syria, Syria 

 3.3.21    Sara Abram, Centro Conservazione Restauro La Venaria Reale, Italy
 10.3.21  Yara Toma Al Jabi and Yasser Al Jabi, Damascus University, Syria

 17.3.21   Paolo Del Vesco, Museo Egizio di Torino, Italy
 24.3.21  Giorgio Buccellati, UCLA, USA, and Yara Moualla, UWS, Scotland

 31.3.21  Paolo Naldini, Cittàdellarte, Italy 
 7.4.21     Yasser Al-Maamoun, Multaka project, Germany 

Participation is free of charge.
Participants to the programme will be selected according to the following requirements:
• be University students in Syria from related disciplinarians (Archaeology, Architecture, Fine art, 

Economics, etc.) 
• good knowledge of English 
To apply, visit the webpage: https://www.fondazionesantagata.it/heritagebeyondwalls/ and fill in a form 
containing:
• Personal data (Name, Age, University and faculty)
• Brief motivation (max 2500 words) to attend and how this program will benefits their personal and 

academic development
Application should be received no later than 20 January 2021. The selection will be by 25 January 2021.

WHY THIS
PROGRAMME?

√ In countries affected by emergencies, and where there is an high 
risk of loss of cultural heritage, people and students in particular 
face restricted possibilities to access knowledge.
√ Syria is one of the countries holding some of the most 
extraordinary tangible and intangible cultural heritage in the world. 
It is home to 6 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 3 elements inscribed 
in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List, 1 Biosphere 
Reserve. Its capital, Damascus is the oldest inhabited capital in 
the world, being populated since 635 BC.
√ Syrian cultural heritage holds an extraordinary potential for 
economic recovery and social empowerment, and it represents 
an important resource for development, especially for the younger 
generations.
√ Syrian university students are severely affected by the 
consequent isolation and limitation to have access to knowledge 
opportunities, the effects of which are now stressed also by the 
COVID-19 emergency.
√ The limited access to knowledge is negatively impacting not only 
on the present, but also on the future of the country. It weakens 
the local human capital and its capacity and readiness to promptly 
and effectively act for recovery, also by means of a wise use of the 
country’s cultural heritage potential.
√ The project aims at establishing an informative platform offered 
to Syrian university students in cultural heritage related disciplines. 
In the long term, this initiative aims to enhance the capacity of 
cultural heritage to play an effective role as a contributor for 
peace, dialogue and durable development processes.

[ TO APPLY ]  



[ SPEAKERS ]  

Mahmoud Ramadhan, PlayMaker, Belgium

He is a strategic foresight and design processes facilitator with expertise in collaborative leadership development, 
building social energy, community development and Business Social Engagement. Since 2013 he manages his 
consultancy PLAYMAKER, developing common spaces about re-development, peace building and community 
capital. He is co-founder of Syria Initiative/Common Space Initiative CSI in Beirut that aim to empower local peace 
builder networks, building and disseminating intersubjective knowledge through dialogues.

Alessio Re, Fondazione Santagata for the Economics of Culture, Italy

Architect, PhD, MA, expert in cultural heritage and economic development, he is Secretary General at 
Fondazione Santagata. He teaches as adjunct professor at the University of Turin and at the University of Pisa. 
He is also consultant at ITC-ILO and associate researcher of the CNR-ICVBC. He coordinates the Master in World 
Heritage and Cultural Projects for Development, the Master in Cultural Property Protection in Crisis Response 
and the International Academy on UNESCO and Sustainable Development.

Francesco Bandarin, Former ADG for Culture at UNESCO

Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Center (2000-2010) and UNESCO Director-General for the Culture Sector 
(2010-2018), he is ICCROM’s Special Adviser and member of the Steering Committee of the Aga Khan Trust for 
Cultures.

Sara Abram, Centro Conservazione Restauro La Venaria Reale, Italy

Currently Secretary General at Fondazione Centro Conservazione e Restauro“La Venaria Reale”, where she 
worked since its foundation in 2006. Graduated in History of Art and Museology at the University of Turin and 
specialized at the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa, she carried out research on museums and archives and on 
the history of conservation and restoration of cultural heritage.

Ali Esmaiel, The Agha Khan Network for Development in Syria, Syria

He is leading the team of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture in Syria since 2006. He coordinated the Aleppo Al-
Soukatia market restoration project, awarded from ICCROM-Sharjah Award for Best Practices in Cultural Heritage 
Conservation and Management for 2020.

Yara Toma Al Jabi, Damascus University, Syria

She has a BA in architecture from Damascus University in 2000. She has a master degree in restoration of 
Historical buildings in a partnership with CHAIO School (University of heritage and architecture, Paris). She 
awared a municipal pride medal in 2012 for her volunteer work in Syrian historical location. She is a prefacer of 
master of restoration in 2008 (Al Baroudi Center).

Paolo Del Vesco, Museo Egizio di Torino, Italy

Since 2014 he is curator and archaeologist at the Egyptian Museum of Turin. After completing a PhD in Egyptian 
archaeology at the University of Pisa in 2008, he has been Research Associate at the University of Pisa (2008-
2010) and at the Netherlands Institute for the Near East (NINO) of Leiden (2010-2011) and Marie-Curie 
Research Fellow at the UCL Institute of Archaeology (2012-2014).

Paolo Naldini, Cittàdellarte, Italy 

Experienced Chief Executive Officer with a demonstrated history of working in the arts meant as a societal 
enzyme for activating processes of sustainable, inclusive, responsible change. Strong business development 
professional with a Bachelor of science focused in Business and Economics from Università degli Studi di Torino. 

Yasser Al-Maamoun, Multaka project, Germany

He is an architect and activist from Syria, since 2013 in Berlin, studied a master in Construction and Real-Estate 
Management in the university of applied sciences (HTW) Berlin, best graduate in 2017 and currently working at 
the same university as a research fellow.
Since 2016 engaged in “Multaka- Treffpunkt” Project in the german history museum. Since 2014 engaged with 
the “centre fro political beauty”, an activist group in Germany, as a press speaker and minister of foreign affairs.

Yasser Al Jabi, Damascus University, Syria

He  has a BA in architecture from Damascus University, he has a Master degree in Planning in Urbanism from 
the International school of roads and bridges ENPC Paris in 1991-1992. He won the Organization of the Arabic 
cities for heritage -Doha- for restoration of Damascus old houses. Al Jabi is a university professor and member 
of the scientific committee of master of restoration and rehabilitation, Damascus University. He is also an 
organizer for a group of volunteer work at archaeological sites in Syria in 2006-2020 (Al Baroudi Center). 

Yara Moualla, University of the West of Scotland, Scotland 

She is PhD Candidate at the UWS in collaboration with Institute of Cultural Diplomacy, Berlin. She was the 
Arts project manager at the British Council in the United Arab Emirates in 2008. In 2009 she worked in Syria 
together with Civil Society to contribute to the shifting of the National agenda towards the aware use of culture. 
She is part of the UNESCO expert pools and the Syria Trust for development. In 2020, she awarded the Europa 
Nostra Awards with the project Archaeology for a Young Future initated by AVASA.

Giorgio Buccellati, Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California, USA 

He is research professor and director at Mesopotamian Lab, Cotsen Institute of Archaeology. He is professor 
emeritus at the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, and the Department of History, UCLA. He 
is Doctor ad honorem, at the Bibliothecae Ambrosianae Collegium, Director at IIMAS- The International Institute 
for Mesopotamian Area Sudies, and president of AVASA. In 2020, he awarded the Europa Nostra Awards with 
the project Archaeology for a Young Future initated by AVASA.



in collaboration with 

This initiative is promoted by Fondazione 
Santagata for the Economics of Culture an 
indipendent no-profit research foundation 
based in Turin, Italy and dedicated to research 
and training in the fields of cultural heritage, 
creativity and innovation. Fondazione Santagata 
was founded by CSS-EBLA and dedicated to the 
memory of Walter Santagata, pioneering scholar 
of Cultural Economics.
One of the first international cooperation projects 
carried out by Walter Santagata took place in 
Syria, in the Citadel of Damascus. And to Syria, 
to the old city of Ebla in particular, Santagata 
entitled a research centre initially based at the 
University of Torino, where the first nucleus of the 
research team today working for the Fondazione 
Santagata met. 
Among Fondazione Santagata’s most recent 
activities: the collaboration with the master in 
Cultural Property Protection in Crisis Response and 
the YES!-Youth Empowerment for Sustainability 
program.

Info:
www.fondazionesantagata.it/en


