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ABSTRACT 

 

 
Circular Economy is often interpreted as a way of reducing or eliminating waste and greenhouse gas 

emissions. Especially in rural areas, this interpretation should be revised in order to include not only 

the environmental dimension but also social and cultural aspects, with the purpose of increasing 

resilience of local food systems.   

The main goal of this workshop is stimulating reflection and discussion about the characteristics of a 

“broad model of circular economy” with a territorial basis, which considers biocultural heritage and 

identity, rural-urban linkages and new forms of relations among enterprises, civil society and public 

institutions in a perspective of long-run sustainability.    

The elaboration of the mentioned model requires the introduction of innovations at different levels, 

the same that can be achieved through collective action and new forms of public policies.   

To reach this goal, the workshop organizers invited international experts on this thematic with a 

special attention to their potential and linkage with territorial development.  

 

 

 

CONCEPT NOTE  

 

 
The linear dynamic of the present model of production and consumption, which takes form in “take, 

make, waste” huge amounts of resources and low-cost energies, has been the main driver of 

industrial development in the past 250 years. In addition, the progressive substitution of local 

resources and inputs (especially genetic ones) with global supplies represented a fundamental 

element of the modern globalized economic model of agriculture and rural areas development.  

In this scenery, enterprises have guaranteed constant efficiency models in the utilization of 

production inputs and outputs, fostering unprecedented growth levels1.  

 

However, these processes have caused significant negative environmental impacts and have not 

guaranteed an improvement in territorial and social development indicators.2  

Nowadays international concerns refer to the pressure suffered from rural territories in terms of 

globalization and homologation, with the subsequent erosion of identity, sustainability and resilience. 

Rural areas are passing through a standardization of production processes and mass usage of 

products carrying negative environmental, social and economic impacts in the context in which 

rural populations and family farmers are living: nowadays these social groups might be economically 

better off than the past, but are becoming increasingly vulnerable.  

 

On the other hand, there are tensions generated by the persistency of inequality and the limited 

inclusion of citizen and rural territories which are showing, in the majority of countries, a weaker 

performance – in terms of development indicators – than their urban equivalents. We are still far 

away from assisting synergic processes between rural and urban areas: positive articulation between 

these territories could benefit both areas and reverse a trend in which rurality always ends up losing 

and its destiny seems to be its disappearance3.   

                                                           
1 Accenture (2014). Circular Advantage Innovative Business Models and Technologies to Create Value in a 

World without Limits to Growth. Available at: https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-

en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-

Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50 
2 The gap between richest and poor is at its highest for 30 years, with the top 10% now earning 9.6 times more 

that the poorest 10%. Available at: http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/social-issues-

migration-health/income-inequality/introduction_9789264246010-2-en#page2 
3 Consult the Workshop: Creativity, innovation and sustainability: understand and foster rural-urban linkages 

through territorial development with cultural identity. TD-CI/Rimisp Program and DISEI/UNIFI in the framework of 

the Third World Forum on Local Economic Development (Turin, Italy, October 2015). 

https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/social-issues-migration-health/income-inequality/introduction_9789264246010-2-en#page2
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/social-issues-migration-health/income-inequality/introduction_9789264246010-2-en#page2
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Considering the international economic situation, the contemporary production model is 

characterized by a situation of constant uncertainty caused by an increasing volatility of markets 

and raw material prices: this is accompanied by a continuous contingency of global supply chains 

and an erosion of natural and energetic systems, which is determined by depletion of the earth’s 

carrying capacity4.    

 

The “business as usual” model is already unsustainable and not viable5. Current economic 

globalization patterns are imposing an extreme exploitation of territorial resources that has a 

sequential component: when more attractive areas in the world are found, the resource extraction 

moves towards these territories. On the other hand, the constant evolution of environmental and 

climatic legislation and the progresses in the available technologies that can be applied to 

production processes, represent some of the driving forces for change that are not only questioning 

current patterns of production and consumption, but also representing concrete alternatives6.  

 

In this scenery, the circular economy concept7 transforms into a new perspective that, in the last few 

years, is generating a growing interest and is orienting a growing critical mass of political leaders, 

enterprises, academies and civil society representatives towards a transition process and a 

reconsideration of value creation, in order to “decouple global economic development from 

consumption of finite resources”8.   

 

This model is characterized by a “restorative and regenerative design and aims to keep products, 

components, and materials at their highest utility and value at all times, distinguishing between 

technical and biological cycles. It is conceived as a continuous positive development cycle that 

preserves and enhances natural capital, optimizes resource yields, and minimizes system risks by 

managing finite stocks and renewable flows. It works effectively at every scale”9. 

 

Circular focus tries not only to focalize exclusively on product’s life cycle but also on relationships 

developed by the production process. The main objective is not merely directed to the minimization 

of the material flow “from cradle to grave” but is intended to generate metabolisms “from cradle to 

cradle” based on the eco-effectivity concept. This switch of perspective permits making the most of 

upcycling processes through which determined materials, once destined to become waste, are 

converted into secondary raw materials of even or greater value for other production processes.    

 

One of the main purposes of circular economy is eliminating waste and reducing the employment 

of external resources. To do so it designs products and production processes able to reduce 

environmental, social and economic negative externalities for an amount superior to the one that 

                                                           
4 Global Footprint Network. Annual Report 2014. Available at: 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/documents/GFN_AR_2014_final.pdf 
5 Ellen McArthur Foundation (2015). Towards a Circular Economy: Business rationale for an accelerated 

transition. Available at: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-

business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition 

Accenture (2014). Circular Advantage Innovative Business Models and Technologies to Create Value in a 

World without Limits to Growth. Available at: https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-

en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-

Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50 
6 The natural resources exploitation dynamic refers to the functionalist focus of globalized economy. Consult 

Magnaghi A. (2012). “Il Progetto Locale. Verso la Coscienza di Luogo”. P.92 Edizioni Bollati Borighieri.  
7 Ellen McArthur Foundation (2015). Towards a Circular Economy: Business rationale for an accelerated 

transition. Available at: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-

business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition 
8 Ellen McArthur Foudation (2015). Delivering The Circular Economy A Toolkit For Policymakers. Available at: 

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/publications/EllenMacArthurFoundation_Policy

makerToolkit.pdf 
9 Ellen McArthur Foundation (2015). Towards a Circular Economy: Business rationale for an accelerated 

transition. Available at: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-

business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition 
 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/documents/GFN_AR_2014_final.pdf
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
https://www.accenture.com/t20150523T053139__w__/us-en/_acnmedia/Accenture/Conversion-Assets/DotCom/Documents/Global/PDF/Strategy_6/Accenture-Circular-Advantage-Innovative-Business-Models-Technologies-Value-Growth.pdf#zoom=50
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/publications/EllenMacArthurFoundation_PolicymakerToolkit.pdf
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/publications/EllenMacArthurFoundation_PolicymakerToolkit.pdf
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/towards-a-circular-economy-business-rationale-for-an-accelerated-transition
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could be achieved through the improvement of supply chain efficiency10. The main advantages in 

environmental and social terms are strictly linked to one another because the creation of new 

activities from what once was considered waste opens up new employment opportunities.11  

 

The circular economic model is based on a systemic thought, which differs from linear cause-effect 

approaches and technic/mono-sectoral culture that are still characterizing modern production 

processes. To realize the transition towards a circular economy system an intervention on every value 

chain step is necessary, from raw materials extraction to other phases such as: product-design, 

production, distribution, consumption, reparation, remanufacturing, waste management and 

recycling. The impacts that could be generated by these measures on territories is perceived as a 

concrete transformation driver: this is true because production system interconnections favor local 

scale and relations that can be established among closely related territories12. 

 

Moreover, according to the considerations previously expressed, circular economic models 

acknowledge diversity value. The latter is considered a strength and possess the potential to 

recuperate local economic networks, fostering urban-rural linkages: this is possible through designing 

and mapping territorial economic processes and its connections. Following this perspective, in the 

current global economic scenery, the actions of every single territory should not be aimed exclusively 

on their specific area: an effort should be made to establish territorial networks in order to develop 

open systems able to exchange resources and needs13.   

 

In relation to the aspects mentioned above it is important to consider the role of products linked to 

their territorial origin and in particular of the virtuous cycle based on local assets incorporation 

(material and immaterial ones) in order to build a territorial identity. This process permits the 

development of local-based products and the capacity of remunerating and reproducing the 

natural and human resources involved in their production and valorization14. Doing so is a way to 

guarantee economic, environmental and social sustainability and to generate new development 

opportunities based on the incorporation of specific local resources in value chain processes.  

 

Productive and economic aspects are characterized by endogenous characteristics of 

development opportunities: a key element is fostering social territorial linkages to favor biocultural 

heritage reproduction and territorial system resiliency.  

Actually, new kinds of interdependent territorial economic activities cannot aim at a quantitative 

and exponential production, but rather at a long-run resources equilibrium and a material and 

immaterial heritage regeneration15.  

                                                           
10 Federico T. (2015). I fondamenti dell’Economia Circolare. Fondazione per lo sviluppo sostenibile. Available 

at:www.comitatoscientifico.org/temi%20SD/documents/FEDERICO%20Appunti%20di%20economia%20circolar

e%20250315.pdf   
11 According to data proceedings form WRAP - Worldwide Responsible Accredited Production, the diffusion of 

circular economy models has the potential of creating from 1,2 to 3 million jobs in Europe and reducing the 

total amount of unemployed from 250.000 to 520.000. Available at: 

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Economic%20growth%20potential%20of_more%20circular%20econom

ies.pdf  
12 Bistagnigno L. (2009). Design Sistemico. Progettare la sostenibilità produttiva e ambientale. With essays and 

comments by Carlo Petrini, Catia Bastioli, Fritjiof Capra, Carlo Olmo, Gunter Pauli, Massimo Settis, Davide 

Vannoni. Edizioni Slow Food. 
13 Bistagnigno L. (2009). Design Sistemico. Progettare la sostenibilità produttiva e ambientale. With essays and 

comments by Catia Bastioli, Fritjiof Capra, Carlo Olmo, Gunter Pauli, Carlo Petrini, Massimo Settis, Davide 

Vannoni. P. 34. Edizioni Slow Food. 
14 Vandecandelaere E., Arfini F., Belletti G., Marescotti A. (eds.) (2009), Linking people, places and products: A 

guide for promoting quality linked to geographical origin and sustainable geographical indications, Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and SINERGI, Rome. http://www.foodquality-

origin.org/guide/index.html; Belletti G., Casabianca F., Marescotti A. (2012), "Local food quality and local 

resources”, in: Arfini F., Mancini M.C., Donati M. (Eds), “Local Agri-food Systems in a Global World: Market, 

Social and Environmental Challenges”, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, Cambridge, pp.71-96. 
15 Colucci A.; Cottino (2015). Resilienza tra territorio e comunitá. Approcci, Strategie, Temi e Casi. Quaderni 

dell’Osservatorio N. 21/2015. Available at: 

http://www.fondazionecariplo.it/static/upload/qua/0000/qua_resilienza_web/qua_resilienza_web.pdf  

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Economic%20growth%20potential%20of_more%20circular%20economies.pdf
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Economic%20growth%20potential%20of_more%20circular%20economies.pdf
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OBJETIVES 

 

 
The thematic session “Circular Economy and Territorial Development” expect to introduce a 

multidisciplinary approach, focalizing debate on rural territories role and local food systems in a 

transition process towards a circular economic focus.  

 

The main purpose of the thematic session is to learn exchange and converse with a distinguished 

group of experts and to identify, from a Territorial Development with Cultural Identity (TD-C) 

perspective, potential application of the circular economic model in territorial development and 

rural-urban linkages.  

 
A more specific purpose is individuating relationships among circular economy, territories and 

biocultural heritage through dialogue sessions that will focus on territorial actors directly involved in 

this theme: political representatives, entrepreneurial leaders, academics, research centers and civil 

society members. 

Every single session will address, with a TD-CI approach, the identification of opportunities and 

obstacles from concrete practices and experiences:    

 

 

1. Innovative practices in rural areas development: UNESCO role and territories. 

 

2. New circular entrepreneurial models from a territorial perspective. Dialogue with the private 

sector. 

 

3. Territorial governance of circular economic processes and academic contribution to the 

approach. Dialogue with public sector, entrepreneurial leaders and the academic sector. 
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ACTIVITY PROGRAM 

Day Place Session Speakers 
Tuesday 20th 

of 

September  

 

HS 

15:15 – 17:15 

Casa del 

Quartiere di 

San Salvario, 

Via Oddino 

Morgari, 14 - 

Torino 

Workshop “Innovative 

practices in rural areas 

development: UNESCO 

role and territories”. 

 

 

Contextualization of the workshop: Claudia Ranaboldo, Coordinator of the TD-CI 

Program and Senior Researcher of Rimisp, Italy - Bolivia. 

 

Introduction and Moderation: Philippe Pypaert, UNESCO Program Specialist – 

Venice, Italy. 

 

 Aldo Buzio, Administrative Director of the Centro Studi Silvia Santagata 

CCS-EBLA, Italy. (Economic implication of Sustainable Development).  

 Andrés Felipe Betancourth, Vice-Rector of University Projection in the 

University of Caldas; President of the Managing Board of the Consortium 

for Sustainable Development of the Anderan Eco-Region; Representant 

of the Colombian Association of Universities (ASCUN), Colombia. 

(Academy’s Role in Territorial Development, Heritage Administration 

towards Territorial Resiliency Processes).      

 Jacopo Chiara, Director of Strategic Planning and Green Economy Area 

of the department Ambiente, Governo e Tutela del Territorio of the 

Piedmont Region, Italia. (UNESCO heritage in Corona Verde, an (eco) 

systemic focus for sustainable management of the peri-urban territory). 

 Philippe Pypaert, UNESCO Program Specialist – Venice, Italy. (Good 

practices analysis in UNESCO territories activating innovative rural 

development initiatives). 

 

Translation: From Italian to Spanish and Spanish into Italian. 

Tuesday 20th 

of 

September 

 

HS 

17:30 – 18:30 

Casa del 

Quartiere di 

San Salvario, 

Via Oddino 

Morgari, 14 - 

Torino 

Conference in the 

framework of ODT 

Forum “Circular 

Economy and Territorial 

Development”. 

Introduction and moderation: Silvia Scaramuzzi, Professor and Researcher of the 
Dipartimento di Scienze per l’Economia e l’Impresa, Università degli Studi di 

Firenze (DISEI/UNIFI), Italy. 

 

 Claudia Ranaboldo, Coordinator of the TD-CI Program and Senior 

Researcher of Rimisp, Italy - Bolivia. 

 Giovanni Belletti, Professor and Researcher of the Dipartimento di 

Scienze per l’Economia e l’Impresa, Università degli Studi di Firenze 

(DISEI/UNIFI), Italy. 

 Andrés Felipe Betancourth, Vice-Rector of University Projection in the 

University of Caldas; President of the Managing Board of the  Consortium 
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for the Sustainable Development of the Andean  Eco-region; 

Representant of the Colombian Association of Universities (ASCUN), 

Colombia. 

 Dario Padovan, Associate Professor at the Università degli Studi di Torino 

and coordinator of the UNESCO Chair in Sustainable Development and 

Territory Management, Italy. 

 Marcelo Collao, Program Officer of HIVOS, Sustainable Diets Program, 

Bolivia. 

 

Translation: From Spanish to English and French, From English to Spanish and 

French.  

Wednesday, 

21st of 

September 

 

HS 

08:30 -10:30 

Casa del 

Quartiere di 

San Salvario, 

Via Oddino 

Morgari, 14 - 

Torino 

Workshop on “New 

Circular Entrepreneurial 

models from a regional 

perspective. Dialogue 

with the private sector”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction and moderator: Claudia Ranaboldo, Coordinator of the TD-CI 

Program and Senior Researcher of Rimisp, Italy - Bolivia. 

 
 

 Guillén Calvo, President of Development&Diversity, France-Morocco-

Colombia. (Private large scale companies and territorial development: 

potential about circular economy). 

 Eric Ezechieli, Co-founder and co-director of Nativa, first Benefit 

Corporation in Italy. (B-Corps and their impact on the territory). 

 Veronica Rossi,  Institutional Direction of Relations&Sustainability, Luigi 

Lavazza S.p.A. 
 Martine Francois, Responsible for Agriculture, Diet and Rural Economy 

Program of the Groupe de recherche et d’échanges technologiques 

(GRET), France. (Local products for urban markets supply: experiences 

from the SIEM REAP Region – Cambodia).  

 

Translation:  From Italian and Spanish into English.  

Wednesday, 

21st of 

September 

 

HS 

14:00 – 15:30  

Casa del 

Quartiere di 

San Salvario, 

Via Oddino 

Morgari, 14 - 

Torino 

Workshop “Territorial 

Governance of circular 

economic processers 

and the academic 

contribution to the 

approach. Dialogue 

with the public sector, 

entrepreneurial leaders 

and the academic 

field” 

 

Introduction and moderator: Silvia Scaramuzzi, Professor and Researcher of the 

Dipartimento di Scienze per l’Economia e l’Impresa, Università degli Studi di 

Firenze (DISEI/UNIFI), Italy. 

 Marcelo Collao, Oficial for HIVOS programs in charge of the Sustainable 

Diet Program, Bolivia. (Sustainable Diets Programs and the innovation 

systems for quinoa real in the South-Bolivian Altiplano).  

 Ashyadée Vásquez Donayre, Distinctive Signs Direction INDECOPI, Peru. 

(Collective marks on Andean products as a tool for territorial 

development with cultural identity).    

 Joaquín Gonzalez Cosiorovski, Researcher and doctoral candidate in 

the National Institute of Tecnología Agropecuaria (INTA), Argentina. 
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OFF SITE ACTIVITIES 

Day Place Session Speakers 

Thursday, 

22nd of 

September 

 

HS 

9:30 – 11:00 

Città 

Metropolitana 

di Torino, Via 

Maria Vittoria 

12 – Torino 

“Metropolitan City of 

Turin: Territorial 

Development Policies 

and access to food 

quality in rural and 

urban areas”.  

Introduction and moderator: Elena Apollonio, Responsible for European 

Cooperation and International Relationship, Metropolitan City of Turin, Italy. 

 

 Francois Casabianca, President of GIS-LAS and Director of INRA - Institut 

National de Recherches Agronomiques, Francia. 
 Carla Gatti, Director of Relation and Communication Area, Metropolitan 

City of Turin, Italy.  

 Elena Di Bella, Director of Mountain, Rural Development and Typical 

Products Valorisation Sector, Metropolitan City of Turin.  

 Marco Bussone, Representative of UNCEM Piemonte – National Union of 

Municipalities, Communities and Mountain Bodies, Italy. 

Conclusions: 

 Claudia Ranaboldo, Coordinator of the TD-CI Program and Senior 

Researcher of Rimisp, Italy - Bolivia. 
 

 Guillén Calvo, President of Development&Diversity, France-Morocco-

Colombia. 

 

Translation: From Italian to French and French into Italian. 

Thursday, 

22nd of 

September 

 

HS 

14:00 –16:30 

 

Valentino 

Park and Po 

River, Torino 

Esposizioni 

(Sala Viola) 

Corso 

Massimo 

Origin, Diverisity and 

Territories Closing 

Conference in Terra 

Madre. 

View the programme of the final conference: 

http://origin-for-sustainability.org/en/conferences-22nd-september-in-turin/ 

 (Local conception of the food heritage and valorization processes for 

the territorial diversity and biology in the Pre-Puna and Puna – 

Argentina).  

 Marianne Penker, Institute for Sustainable Economic Development, BOKU 

University, Austria. (Social innovation for local food systems and diffusion 

processes, scaling and conventionalization). 

 

Translation: From Spanish to English and English into Spanish.  
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D'Azeglio, 55 - 

Torino 

 


